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Abstract

A Study on Improvement of Examination of

Risk Factors for Musculoskeletal Disorders

Objectives

Although it has been 20 years since the examination of risk factors
to prevent musculoskeletal disorders (MSDs) was implemented (July
12, 2003), the examination of risk factors for MSDs is still conducted
in a formal way due to the lack of implementation ability for the
examination in small businesses with poor health management system
and the complexity and difficulty of the examination. The objectives of
this study are to survey the implementation status for the examination
of risk factors by industry type and its size, to analyze the effect of
projects supporting the examination of risk factors for small businesses
with 50 or less workers conducted since 2021 and to propose the
improving measures based on the analysis results, to investigate the
actual status for the private investigation agencies performing the
examination of risk factors, and to propose the improving measures for
the examination of risk factors based on the implementation status for
the examination of risk factors and opinions of stakeholders,
governmental institutions and private agencies related to

musculoskeletal disorders, and relevant experts.
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Method

In this study, investigations for the implementation status for the
examination of risk factors, the effect of projects supporting the
examination of risk factors and gathering opinions have been performed
through the FGI, Google questionnaire form and telephone/e-mail for
134 industries, 33 industries, and 12 implementation agencies of the
support projects and persons in charge, and 6 governmental
institutions, 1 management association, 3 labor organizations, 3
academic organizations, 2 industrial safety or health relevant private
agencies, 8 industrial safety or health mangers of industries and 17
relevant experts including ergonomics, industrial hygiene, industrial
doctors.

Results

The major findings of this study are: 1) 66.4% of the companies
participated in this study have performed the examination during the
last three years; 2) 42.0% of the companies have decided tasks
burdened with the musculoskletal system based on the data measured
by the clocks, scales, goniometers, etc., while 34.1% have decided the
tasks without measurements; 3) 36.0% have experienced the difficulty of
decision on the tasks burdened with the musculoskeletal system; 4)
91.7% have misunderstood the meanings of the tasks burdened with
the musculoskletal system as jobs that can cause MSDs or jobs
requiring corrections; 5) 57.6% of the companies participated in the
survey for the support project have applied to the projects for improving
work environment; 6) approximately 73.7% of the companies

participated in the survey for the private investigation agencies have
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